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Felix Vong, ‘appropriator of contemporary art’, exhibits at Art Space in Taipa Village
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hat is art? What is an artist? And is all art
simply appropriation, is nothing truly in-
vented, but only borrowed, transformed
and reinterpreted? These are the kinds
of questions that the works of young
Macau artist Felix Vong may provoke for
those who come to contemplate his new exhibition at Art Space
Gallery in Taipa Village entitled The First Museum of Contemporary
Artin Macau.
Referring to him-
self as a “fake artist”,
“appropriator” and
“forger of contempo-
rary art”, Felix invites
audiences to visit all the
museums in the world,

without having to leave —
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“Imagine if there 2042 pooz
was a contemporary
art museum where we
could see all the artists
we like, all the artworks
that have touched us
and inspired us to make
art, to think about art, to learn about art,” Felix says. “We wouldn’t
need to fly to the Museum of Modern Art in New York to see the
works of Andy Warhol or Joseph Beuys. We wouldn’t need to travel
to the Tate Modern in London to see the works of David Hockney
or Yoko Ono. All we need is our imagination and a sense of humour
to make it happen.”

This is the first solo exhibition by the young Macau artist, pre-
senting around 30 works. It is curated by Jodo O, and supported by
the Cultural Development Fund of Macao.

Felix explains that the idea for the collection came from his
observation that in Macau, despite having the Art Museum, there
is no space entirely dedicated to contemporary art.

“I am interested in developing something that has never been
done before. I do a lot of appropriation and satire, and I simu-
late, imitate and copy works as a way to incite the questioning of
themes, such as the identity of the artist and the definition of art
- these essential questions”.
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According to the gallery, “the conceptual approach that
the artist seeks to develop, explores the notion of authorship
in works of art, aesthetics, making a different retrospective of
the various types of contemporary art and using appropria-
tion to reconstruct and rethink contemporary art and cultural
history”.

Felix is currently based in Portugal, working at the
Zaratan gallery and finishing a master’s degree in art and mul-
timedia at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Lisbon. He has devel-
oped several collaborative exhibitions with other contempo-
rary Portuguese artists, and his works have been featured in
private exhibitions in Macau, Portugal, France and Italy, and
even on a recent cover of Umbigo magazine.

“As I work in a gallery, I meet collectors, the public, cu-
rators, etcetera, and as an artist I sometimes like to extract
the ego of the artist, and just use the perspective of a gallery
employee,” he reveals. “There are a lot of interesting things
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The First Museum of Contemporary Art in Macau
Art Space

Venus: 16-18 Rua dos Clérigos, Taipa Village
Date: Until September 22
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happening in the art world, not only in Portugal, but all over
the world.”

When asked about his inspirations, Felix highlights Por-
tuguese artists Sara & André, “who also do a lot of works with
references to other artists”, and England’s Gavin Turk, as well
as the decade of the 1970s in general. “I think I appreciate al-
most all the artists from the 70s.”

His new exhibition not only features his own pieces, but
also those made in collaboration with these Portuguese art-
ists. Felix emphasises that despite resorting to appropriation
and incorporating the styles of others, he still considers these
works to be his own original pieces.

“For example, we took a painting by David Hockney, who
is famous for painting swimming pools, but in our case there
are no figures in the pool, and the painting is in a landscape
format, more open, so the public can see the famous work
with a new interpretation.”

To help visitors better identify the inspiration behind
each work, the artist provides captions next to each piece like:
inspired by the work of Andy Warhol.

Born in Macau in 1989, Felix has a degree in graphic
design and advertising. His works mainly feature paintings,
drawings, illustrations, photography, with a questioning of
institutional criticism loaded with dark humour and a playful
and derisive attitude. The gallery notes that he is “interested
in the impact of imitation, appropriation, vandalism, mock-
ery, black humour, and the farces that exist in the space be-
tween the fake and the real”. Last year he also published his
first fanzine entitled Can You Speak Louder?
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