For Immediate Release

Taipa Village Cultural Association Proudly Presents
“Involuntary Landscapes”
A Photographic Exhibition by Luso-American Artist Hugo Teixeira
Exploring two diverse cultural identities through the camera lens

Macau, 4th August 2020 – Taipa Village Cultural Association is pleased to announce its latest
exhibition – a captivating collection of photography entitled “Involuntary Landscapes”, by
Luso-American photographic artist Hugo Teixeira. Featuring for the second time at Taipa
Village Art Space, Hugo will take viewers on a journey through a unique collection of
landscapes photographed in Portugal and California, both places in which he has travelled
and resided extensively.
Hugo’s photomontage works depict the historical and cultural consciousness that was lost when
his family emigrated from Portugal to California in the 1970s. Like the artist, other child migrants
have neither their parents’ memories nor the connection of being born in their home countries.
They also lacked a “compass” to guide their adaptation to a new country and culture. As a result,
they tended to piece together their knowledge of both cultures from stories, media, travel and raw
experience.
To capture this, Hugo recalls the characters and background of his own family through photos shot
by an anonymous family in pre-revolutionary Portugal. By adopting a montage process
reminiscent of 19th century landscape photographers, who combined unrelated photos of land and
sky to create harmonious compositions, Hugo juxtaposes these found photos and landscape photos
taken during his travels in California’s chaparral and Portugal’s montado. The images presented
in this exhibition distil thousands of compositions into just a few evocative examples. Through
this approach, the present and past each serve as lenses through which the other may be interpreted.
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“We are honoured to collaborate with Hugo again exclusively to showcase his new photography
exhibition in Macau.” says João Ó, President of the Executive Board at Taipa Village Cultural
Association. “As works by a Luso-American artist, Hugo’s pieces provoke viewers’ awareness
and hold resonance for people with multicultural backgrounds. The exhibition also serves as an
opportunity to enhance Portuguese cultural exchange by revealing lesser-known aspects of
Portugal to viewers from a new perspective.”
Raised in the Luso-American community in San Jose, California, Hugo studied photography at
San Jose State University and Lisbon’s Escola Técnica de Imagem e Comunicação. He then
pursued a Master of Fine Arts in Photography and Related Media at the Rochester Institute of
Technology in 2020. As a skilled photographic artist and teacher, Hugo is passionate about
bringing photography, common materials, advanced technology and memory together to create
contemporary conceptual images and sculptures. He has exhibited his works in the United States,
Portugal and Macau.
Taipa Village Cultural Association continues to bring together the endeavours of local and
international art talents by exhibiting a multitude of artworks at Taipa Village Art Space. The
exhibition further establishes Taipa Village as a leading cultural and artistic destination in Macau,
alongside the preservation and inheritance of its distinctive Sino-Portuguese culture, making a
significant contribution to promoting Macau’s cultural and creative industries.

Exhibition Period
Opening hours
Venue
Artist
Medium
Admission

: 5th August – 2nd October 2020
: 12.00 pm – 8.00 pm
: Taipa Village Art Space, 10 Rua dos Clerigos, Taipa, Macau
: Hugo Teixeira
: Photography
: Free
-Ends-

About Taipa Village Cultural Association
Taipa Village Cultural Association was established in 2016 as a non-profit association comprised
of representatives from both the local community and wider Macau. The association aims to
highlight the uniqueness of Taipa Village’s heritage by raising awareness of its attractions and
cementing its position as a distinctive community that benefits all of Macau.
Numerous initiatives are planned to preserve, enrich and cement the village’s position as a tourist
and cultural destination, including a diverse range of artistic and cultural attractions that will allow
visitors and future generations to enjoy a unique experience of the authentic Macau.
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About Taipa Village
Located in an historic enclave on Taipa Island, Taipa Village was originally inhabited by fishermen
– a heritage that lives on today in its quaint village street layout and evocative, pastel-hued shop
houses, nestled alongside colonial churches and Chinese temples. The village, with its rich history,
offers an inspiring, East-meets-West alternative to Macau’s casinos, and is a must-go destination
for visitors and locals alike.
www.taipavillagemacau.org.mo

For more information and images, please contact:
Pamela Chan / Kaman Un (Taipa Village Cultural Association)
Tel: (853) 2857 6212 / (853) 2857 6116
Email: pamela.chan@taipavillagemacau.com / kaman.un@taipavillagemacau.com
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