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For Immediate Release

Taipa Village Cultural Association Presents

“Macau’s Firecracker Industry’”’ — New Works by Lio Man Cheong
A unique collection of watercolour paintings from the renowned artist

Lio Man Cheong (left); Memories from Macau Firecracker Factories (right)

Macau, 4 July 2018 - Taipa Village Cultural Association takes great pleasure in
presenting the exhibition ‘“Macau’s Firecracker Industry’’, created by renowned
master painter Lio Man Cheong. The exhibition showcases Lio’s new and unseen
works depicting Macau’s long-flourishing firecracker industry, from its growing
prominence in the late 19* century to its prosperity in the early 20" century.

As befits his widespread acclaim, Lio has participated in many fine art activities and collective
exhibitions locally and internationally. As a master painter who specialises in watercolours and
oils, Lio’s works always dwell on space, time, memory and people.

“The series of works incorporate Lio’s signature technique in watercolour painting, visually
narrating the traditional production line of the firecracker industry and the way of life
surrounding it,” says Joio O, President of the Executive Board of Taipa Village Cultural
Association. “As master Lio’s visual research shows, the handicraft process consists of 16
phases. Each of these phases is rendered with a precise notion of their context: the humble and
precarious settings, young women and children performing tasks with explosive materials to
help their families and improve their lives scenes that are nowadays inconceivable and
underrated. This exhibition has a special meaning for Taipa Village and its residents, as it is a
reenactment of a particular era and phenomenon. It is in fact a reminder of its rich tradition and
pays tribute to its ancestors.”
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The exhibition theme, which combines with the finely honed technique of master Lio,
constitutes an important addition to the diversity of artwork showcased at Taipa Village Art
Space. It is a priceless testimony to Macau’s humble past and memory of the prosperous era of

Macau’s firecracker industry.

Taipa Village Cultural Association continues to collaborate with local and international talent
from a wide range of backgrounds to present a diverse array of artworks in different media at
Taipa Village Art Space. These collaborations aim to embrace artistic initiatives to transform
Taipa Village into a lively centre for cultural and creative endeavour, and contribute to the
sustainable development of non-gaming tourism in Macau.

Exhibition period: 4™ July — 5™ October 2018
Opening hours: I2 noon to 8:00 pm (Monday, Wednesday to Sunday)
Venue: Taipa Village Art Space, 10 Rua dos Clerigos, Taipa, Macau
Artist: Lio Man Cheong
Media: Watercolour paintings
Admission: Free

- Ends -

About Taipa Village Cultural Association

Taipa Village Cultural Association was established in 2016 as a non-profit association comprised
of representatives from both the local village community and wider Macau. The association aims
to highlight the uniqueness of Taipa Village’s heritage by raising awareness of its attractions and
cementing its position as a distinctive community that benefits all of Macau.

Numerous initiatives are planned to preserve, enrich and cement the village as a tourist and
cultural destination, including a diverse range of artistic and cultural attractions that will allow
visitors and future generations to enjoy a unique experience of the authentic Macau.

About Taipa Village

Located in an historic enclave on Taipa Island, Taipa Village was originally inhabited by
fishermen — a heritage that lives on today in its quaint village street layout and evocative, pastel-
hued shop houses, nestled alongside colonial churches and Chinese temples. The village, with its
rich history, offers an inspiring, East-meets-West alternative to Macau’s casinos, and is a must-
go destination for visitors and locals alike.

www.taipavillagemacau.org.mo
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For more information and images, please contact:

Pamela Chan / Hilda Leong (Taipa Village Cultural Association)
Tel: (853) 2857 6212/ (853) 2857 6083
Email: pamela.chan@taipavillagemacau.com / hilda.leong@taipavillagemacau.com
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