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unique Chinese foldable fan painting exhibition

mastered by artist Chao Iok Leng, was officially
unveiled at Taipa Village Art Space in July.

Chao brings a refreshing approach to the tradi-
tion of Chinese folding fan painting, with masterful
use of Chinese ink in a rare intersection of fine art and
beauty, in which the cooling function of the fan is im-
bued with great elegance by the artistic depictions on
its delicate paper.

Such portable works of art are uncommon trea-
sures in the hustle and bustle of contemporary urban
life, and this exhibition seeks to enhance our appre-
ciation of beauty and tranquillity through showcas-
ing these precious objects rooted in ancient Chinese
culture.

“We are delighted to present a selection of fan
leaf paintings by Macau-based artist Chao Iok Leng.
She is one of the few remaining masters preserving
and developing this delicate and vibrant art form. A
true artist to the core, she has pursued calligraphy
and Chinese ink painting consistently throughout her
career,” states Jodo O, the curator of the exhibition.

“This time, the motifs chosen by Chao to adorn
the fan leaf are inspired by flowers (such as hosta,
wisteria, peony, morning glory, magnolia, plum and
lotus), fruits (such as pomegranate and lychee) and
vegetables (such as cabbage and straw mushroom,
pepper and lentils), as well as insects and birds (such
as the mynah bird, bee, grasshopper and baby chick).
Each motif is accompanied by an inscription of a
short poem that provides further context and insight
into the artist’s emotional state at that particular
moment.”

Chao’s expressive style, characterised by confi-
dent brushstrokes, is testament to her skilful mastery
of traditional Chinese ink painting. This technique in-
volves balancing wet and dry elements within a single
brushstroke on paper, which, due to its unique absor-
bency, presents a challenge in itself.

The exhibition is organised by Taipa Village
Cultural Association and sponsored by Cultural
Development Fund of the Macao SAR.

Exhibition period : July 16 — September 17, 2025

Opening hours : 12.00 pm - 8.00 pm

Admission : Free

Address : Taipa Village Art Space, 35-AA da Rua dos Clerigos & 123-AA da Rua dos Mercadores

(o)}
w

2025



